VISVESVARAYA

composition and function of the Assembly underwent
a thorough change. The privilege of budget discussion
and interpellation were accorded to the Legislative ,
Council. The Mysore Civil Service Rules were revised
and Taluk Manuals were published A high standard
of military discipline and morale was set up.

His projects had none of the vagueness which is the
common fault of statesmen So, he drew forth the ardent
eulogies of even the late Vridhapitamaha M. Venkata-
krishnaiya, who was a thorn in the flesh of all dewans.
Says Visvesvaraya "Mr. Venkatakrishnaiya, who has an
honourable record of public service extending over thirty
years, has all through his life been 'again the govern-
ment' He is, if anything, partial to the present
administration but he cannot shake off his old habit"

Mahatmaji, with an enigmatic smile on his lip told
Visvesvaraya that he was informed he is ruining Mysore
finances.    Visvesvaraya requested Gandhiji to "visfif
Mysore and verify the charge.  Gandhiji came and saw
how he had built up the prosperity of the state which
was able to tide over the * e&nomic depression "that j
followed the Great War.  He declared in a public meet- j
ing that the people of Mysore were fogtgnai^ in having \
a remarkable statesman nke Visvesvaraya as their
countryman.   This handsome tribute coming from the
most dynamic  personality of the  world  attest  to
Visvesvaraya's rare talents for administration.

It is said that rhetoricians are more frequently the
disturbers than the rulers of a state. Visvesvaraya
belongs to the illustrious band of statesmen like Wash-
ington and Jefferson who did not take rank m oratora.